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February 25, 1999

Chairman of the Committee of Government
Representatives on Civil Society Participation
c/o Tripartite Committee (Ref. Civil Society)
United Nations Economic Commission

for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
1825 K St. NW, Suite 1120

Fax: (202) 296-0826

Dear Chairman:

In response to the call for papers that was published on the official FTAA process web site, [
would like to submit my recently completed Master’s thesis. As indicated in this thesis, which
recognizes the importance of placing particular emphasis on the development of the dispute
settlement system at the early stages of negotiations, the aim of this thesis is to contribute to the
design of the dispute settlement system to be created for the FTAA.

As required in the terms of reference for the working group on dispute settlement established at
the Belo Horizonte Meeting, this thesis compares and analyzes some aspects of the dispute
settlement systems of the GATT/WTO and certain regional and bilateral dispute settlement
systems of the western hemisphere.

Please feel free to contact me by any of the means listed above.

Sincerely yours,

N
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Mariel S. Filippidis

N.B.: The views expressed in this thesis are those of the author. This document must not be reproduced or
distributed to other parties in any manner, whether in part or in whole, without the prior authorization of the author,



ABSTRACT

Within the context of the current negotiations over the Free
Trade Area of the Americas, there is an unguestionable
need to create a system to resolve disputes that may arise
between the state parties. Since new dispute scttlement
systems are often developed by borrowing and learning
from past experiences, this thesis examines and compares
certain aspects of the dispute settlement mechanisms of the
World Trade .Organization and certain regional and
bilateral agreements signed in the western hemisphere.
The result of the analysis is a set of proposals about which

of these aspects could be effectively integrated into the
design of the dispute settlement system of the Free Trade
Area of the Americas.

RESUME

Dans le cadre des négociations actuelles sur la Zone de
libre-échange des Amériques (ZLEA), il existe un besoin
incontestable de mettre sur pied un systéme qui permettra
de régler les conflits pouvant survenir entre les différents

partis. Puisque la mise sur pied d’un tel systeme est .

souvent basée sur les expériences antérieures, cette thése a
pour objet d’examiner et de comparer certains aspects des
mécanismes de réglement de conflits de I'Organisation
mondiale du commerce et de certaines ententes régionales
et bilatérales conclues dans 1"hémispheére occidental. Le
résultat de cette analyse est un ensemble de propositions
portant sur les aspects qui pourraient le mieux étre intégres
3 la création d’un systéme de réglement de conflits de la
Zone de libre-échange des Amériques.
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