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FTAA JOINT GOVERNMENT-PRIVATE SECTOR COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON ELECTRONIC COMMERCE

RECOMMENDATIONS SUBMITTED BY THE ANDEAN COMMUNITY TO THE CONSIDERATION OF THE FTAA TRADE MINISTERS

The Member Countries of the Andean Community –Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela- deem it appropriate to create an environment within the FTAA countries to promote the use of electronic commerce. To this end, the following recommendations are hereby submitted:

1. Infrastructure. The Member Countries of the Andean Community feel that it is necessary to ensure users will have access to the infrastructure that is required to develop electronic commerce, under adequate conditions and at competitive prices. Accordingly, the FTTA countries should strive to eliminate existing barriers and prerequisites to international trade of goods and services making up said infrastructure.

2. Widened electronic commerce. With a view to expanding and developing electronic commerce in the Hemisphere, the following specific recommendations are put forward:

· Security and reliability. FTAA countries should identify and implement the necessary elements to provide security and build confidence around electronic commerce operations. In particular, FTAA countries should ensure that security and confidence-building technologies may freely circulate in the Hemisphere.

· Authentication. FTAA countries should implement the necessary guidelines to establish an authentication policy to foster the development of electronic commerce in the Hemisphere.

· Privacy and confidentiality. FTAA countries should identify and implement mechanisms to ensure information privacy and confidentiality.

· Legal and regulatory issues. FTAA should examine the issue of regulations and define guidelines to adapt their rules and legislation to the needs of electronic commercial transactions. An important starting point for this analysis could be considering the advisability of adopting the principles stated in UNCITRAL’s Model Law on Electronic Commerce.

· Consumer protection. FTAA member countries should seek to identify practices and mechanisms to provide adequate protection to consumers participating in electronic commerce.

· Governments as model users. FTAA member countries should implement and use electronic commerce in government-to-government and government-to-individual transactions.

3. Small and medium-sized enterprises. FTAA member countries should identify and prepare plans to promote the use of e-commerce tools between and among small and medium-sized enterprises.

4. Cooperation and assistance. FTAA member countries should provide for cooperation and assistance programs and actions aimed at promptly adopting e-commerce in the region. Assistance initiatives should take into account asymmetry between and among countries in the Hemisphere and deficiencies identified vis-à-vis access to technology and the technical expertise that is required to truly develop e-commerce and tap the opportunities thereof in the region.

5. Electronic commerce and the FTAA negotiations. We support independent treatment of electronic commerce issues within the FTAA, without prejudice to any coordination effort with other FTAA negotiating groups in order to deal with this subject issue in a coherent, consistent manner.

6. The future of the FTAA Joint Government - Private Sector Committee of Experts on Electronic Commerce. We feel the Joint Government – Private Sector Committee of Experts on Electronic Commerce need to further analyze issues –those already identified and new ones which may be identified in the future- that are relevant to electronic commerce. To this end, the mandate handed down when the committee was established should be extended.
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