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FTAA - JOINT GOVERNMENT-PRIVATE SECTOR COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON ELECTRONIC COMMERCE 

WORK  PLAN 

In its recommendations to the Ministers as defined during the first period of meetings, the Committee indicated that it should further examine a number of selected areas included in the previous work program. Also, the Committee identified an interest in sharing national experiences and examining the best practices in areas to be determined.

As a result, the Committee agreed to adopt the following methodology and list of issues to be addressed during the second stage of deliberations: 

Methodology: 

1. The issues in the Work Plan should be principally addressed through a presentation of national experiences in the public or private sector, addressing either the solutions identified or the problems faced.  International experts can be invited, if considered appropriate.

2. Wherever possible, in an effort to identify feasible solutions to national problems, a discussion should be conducted on the best practices implemented in different countries as well as those relevant cross-border aspects of each topic.

3. The Committee should keep abreast of the ongoing work in other international fora.  

4. The Chair, under his responsibility, will write a summary of the Committee’s discussion after each meeting.  The summary will be restricted to members of the Committee.

5. Delegations can submit recommendations on the issues discussed under the Committee’s Work Plan. 

Issues to be Included in the Agenda:

1. Access and Infrastructure

· Physical Infrastructure

· Policies 

· Cultural Aspects

· Internet services and service providers 

· Reliability

· Study by the Tripartite Committee on successful models to facilitate access to the network and Internet use  and cultural aspects.  

2. Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs)

· Study by the Tripartite Committee on international experiences of government programs destined to support small and medium enterprises (SMEs) with respect to access to the Internet, export promotion and logistics.

· Collection of Internet sites that indicates best practices and usage by SMEs in the region and worldwide.

· Submission by national delegations of issues faced by SMEs in utilizing the Internet as a medium for electronic commerce. 

3. On-Line Payment Systems  

·  Study by the Tripartite Committee on available systems for online payments.
4. Authentication and Certification

· Digital signatures

· Certification and Authentication Authorities.

· Electronic contracts

5. Other issues of an informational character  

· Taxation 

· Consumer Protection 

· Intellectual Property 
· Electronic Distribution of Content
Recommendations:

Pursuant to the original mandate handed down to the Committee (FTAA.TNC/w/01), once these issues have been addressed, the Committee should continue with its deliberations with a view to making recommendations to the Ministers on "how to increase and broaden the benefits of electronic commerce and, in particular, how electronic commerce should be dealt with in the context of the FTAA negotiations."
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