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1 March 2004

The Honorable Peter F. Allgeier

Co-chair, Free Trade Area of the Americas Agreement

His Excellency Ambassador Adhemar G. Bahadian

Co-chair, Free Trade Area of the Americas Agreement

Re: Elements for Consideration in the Evaluation of the Candidate Sites for the FTAA Secretariat

Dear Ambassador Allgeier and Ambassador Bahadian:

Greetings from Houston, Texas, U.S.A.!  On behalf of the City of Houston, Harris County, State of Texas and the Greater Houston Partnership, the Houston community submits the following recommended evaluation criteria for Houston’s bid to host the Permanent Site of the Free Trade Area of the Americas Secretariat.  During Houston’s initial bid for consideration, my predecessor, the Honorable Lee P. Brown, was one of the official co-signors of the bid letter.  Due to term limits in our city’s political administration, Mayor Brown left office in January 2004. I was elected to succeed Mayor Brown.  Remaining in place is Miguel R. San Juan, president of the World Trade Division of the Greater Houston Partnership (msanjuan@houston.org), who will act as the official staff representative supporting Houston’s candidacy for the FTAA Secretariat.  

At your earliest convenience, I am requesting additional information regarding the FTAA facility, including but not limited to actual staff, space requirements (square footage), meeting room specifications, hardware/software and internet service requirements and operating costs and/or general financial needs. As soon as we receive this information, Houston will be in a better position to commit the necessary resources. 

As such, Houston remains committed to hosting the FTAA Secretariat.  We are ready and eager to answer all questions that may arise in an effort to further support Houston’s bid.  

Respectfully submitted,

The Honorable William H. White


Mayor





City of Houston







Encl.

c:
The Honorable Rick Perry

The Honorable Robert Eckels

Robert Mosbacher, Jr.

James T. Edmonds

Miguel R. San Juan

Ms. Karen Lezny


Mr. João Marcos Paes Leme
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Permanent Site of the

Free Trade Area of the Americas Secretariat

Houston, Texas USA Candidate City
Elements for Consideration in the Evaluation of the Candidate Sites for the FTAA Secretariat

An Overview

Our international infrastructure, combined with our close proximity and central location in the United States, we believe, make Texas the best U.S. entry point for the growing Americas’ market. As Texas’ international business capital, Houston’s status as a portal to the Americas is reflected in the breadth and depth of the city’s international representation, its port, airport system and corporate trading activities.  Houston’s attributes and experience qualify us as a superlative host city for the FTAA Secretariat. To highlight

1. Houston is the fourth-largest city in the United States.

2. Houston has a robust economy with one of the largest regional economies in the world, economically driven by many diverse industries including international trade.

3. Houston is the world's energy capital and the world's space exploration leader and Houston has gained momentum as a high-tech city.  With more than 1,000 computer-related companies, Houston is called home by companies such as Hewlett Packard and BMC Software, Inc.

4. Houston is an international city, a multicultural city offering a variety of ethnicities, languages and customs and the support services needed for international business. More than 90 languages are spoken by Houstonians and there are 80 consulates located here.  Houston has a substantial international population.  More importantly, Houstonians' attitudes toward international representatives are uniformly positive. 

5. Houston’s infrastructure facilitates success.  The Port of Houston is ranked first in the United States in foreign waterborne commerce and sixth in the world for total tonnage.  Houstonians are also connected to the world through the nation’s fourth-largest airport system and sixth-largest in the world.

6. People from around the world come to Houston to receive quality medical care at the Texas Medical Center, one of the largest medical centers in the world.

7. Houston has been host to many international events including the G-7 Summit, the World Energy Summit, the World Space Congress 2002, the Offshore Technology Conference (an annual event attended by people from around the world), the Eighth Round of U.S. – Central America Free Trade Negotiations and just recently Super Bowl XXXVIII.  

8. Houston is a major cultural center, with the educational, artistic, theatrical, musical, and recreational resources to provide rich personal and professional fulfillment. It is one of a few U.S. cities with resident companies in all four major performing arts—drama, ballet, opera and orchestra and its 17-block Theater District is home to eight performing arts organizations and more than 12,000 seats.

Specific Qualifications

Outlined below are the specific qualifications for Houston’s bid.   
Air Service

	AIR TRANSPORTATION 

FROM FTAA CAPITAL CITY TO HOUSTON, TX (USA)

	Originating City 
	Non-stop Flights


	One Stop Flights
	Time
	Avg. Ticket Fare

	
	Avg. Daily
	# Weekly Total
	Ave. Daily
	Weekly Total
	Hr: Min
	

	Bogotá
	1
	7
	
	
	5:04
	$1,142.33



	Caracas
	1
	7
	
	
	5:08*
	$841.00



	Guatemala City
	2
	14
	1
	7
	2:39*
	$890.67



	Kingston
	
	
	1
	7
	3:21
	$742.86



	Lima
	1
	7
	
	
	7:03
	$1,176.67



	Managua
	1
	7
	1
	5
	3:12
	$870.00



	Mexico City
	10
	70
	1
	7
	1:43
	$376.33



	Panama City
	1
	7
	
	
	4:05
	$861.33



	Quito
	1
	7
	
	
	5:21
	$857.00



	San Jose
	2
	14
	
	
	3:38
	$953.00



	San Salvador
	2
	14
	1
	7
	2:50*
	$1,056.33



	Tegucigalpa
	1
	7
	
	
	2:53
	$827.00



	Washington, D.C.
	15
	105
	
	
	2:49
	$378.67



	* Add 1 hour for one stop flights due to average lay over
Source:  Official Airline Guide, December, 2003


· Houston offers non-stop or direct air service to 43 destinations in 18 countries in the Americas, including the capital cities of Belize City, Belize; Bogotá, Colombia; Caracas, Venezuela; Guatemala City, Guatemala; Lima, Peru; Managua, Nicaragua; Mexico City, Mexico; Panama City, Panama; Quito, Ecuador; San Jose, Costa Rica; San Salvador, El Salvador; and Tegucigalpa, Honduras.
· Houston will commence non-stop flights to Liberia, Costa Rica; and these Mexican destinations in 2004: Monclova, Puebla, Oaxaca and Toluca. 

· In passenger volume, the Houston Airport System ranks fourth nationally and sixth worldwide. The system comprises George Bush Intercontinental Airport/Houston (IAH), William P. Hobby Airport (HOU) and Ellington Field (EFD).

· Passenger aircraft as well as dedicated scheduled and chartered air cargo freighters fly to 117 domestic and 51 international destinations from Houston. IAH, Houston’s largest airport and a hub for Continental Airlines, offers daily non-stop and direct flights to major cities in Europe, Mexico, Latin America and Asia.

· IAH is one of the fastest-growing air cargo distribution hubs in the United States, fueled by strong industrial growth in high-value export products to Mexico, Latin America, Europe and Asia.

· Houston is Mexico City’s largest airfreight market and, as such, is the primary U.S. air cargo gateway to and from Mexico.

Ground Transportation

Houston’s International airport has fast and reliable transportation to Houston and its surrounding areas. 

	GROUND TRANSPORTATION FROM AIRPORT TO CITY CENTER

	City


	Taxi
	Bus


	Train
	Shuttle Van
	Distance

	
	Cost
	Time
	Cost
	Time
	Cost
	Time
	Cost
	Time
	

	Houston1
	$37.50
	40 mins
	-
	-
	-
	-
	$19.00
	40 mins
	35 km

	1 Data collected from the cities International Airport. 


· Average cost per mile to travel to Houston’s City Center is comparable to the average cost of other cities. 

· Houston’s vast freeway system provides easy access to all parts of the city and its surrounding areas. 

Hotel Accommodations

Houston has more 3 and 5 star hotels within close proximity to its city center than any other city considered for the FTAA headquarters.
	3 AND 5 STAR1 HOTELS WITHIN 5 KILOMETERS OF THE CITY CENTER

	City
	3 Star1 Hotels
	5 Star1 Hotels

	
	# of Hotels/

# of Rooms
	Non-Peak2
	Peak2
	# of Hotels/

# of Rooms
	Non-Peak2
	Peak2

	Houston
	12 / 3,253
	$69 - $179
	$99 - $179
	3 / 1,014
	  $249 - $275
	$249 - $395

	1 Only the most current 2004 AAA Diamond ratings used (see below for details).  Many hotels that made the 2003 list did not make the 2004 list.  AAA Diamond ratings are the only source that ranks all FTAA cities, under consideration for headquarters, based on the same criteria.   Only 3 & 5 diamond hotels within 5 kilometers of the city’s central business district were included.

2 Rates are per day, Monday – Friday and do not include taxes or cost of extra options.

Source:  American Automobile Association, 2004 


· The American Automobile Association (AAA) Diamond Ratings represent a combination of the overall quality, the range of facilities, and the level of services offered by a property. These symbols are widely recognized and trusted internationally.  Three and five diamond rating definitions are as follows:

· Luxury [image: image1.png]



These establishments reflect the characteristics of the ultimate in luxury and sophistication. Accommodations are first class. The physical attributes are extraordinary in every manner. The fundamental hallmarks at this level are to meticulously serve and exceed all guest expectations while maintaining an impeccable standard of excellence. Many personalized services and amenities enhance an unmatched level of comfort.

· Comprehensive [image: image2.png]



These establishments appeal to the traveler with comprehensive needs. Properties are multifaceted with a distinguished style, including marked upgrades in the quality of physical attributes, amenities, and level of comfort provided. 

Houston Telecommunications

Houston stays instantly connected through the numerous advanced telecommunication applications that the city has to offer.

· Due to Houston’s size, there are three overlaid area codes serving the area: 281, 713 and 832. Surrounding this perimeter are area codes 409 (including Galveston and Beaumont), 936 (including Nacogdoches) and 979 (including Bryan-College Station).
· Principal among the Houston area's 67 local service providers are AT&T, Birch Telecom, Ciera Network Systems, Cytel, Logix Communications, MCI, SBC, Sprint, Time Warner Telecom, Verizon, and Westel.  With more than $6 billion invested in Houston and approximately 3.2 million telephone access lines, SBC is the largest local access provider.
· Houston, with a customer base of more than 3 million, is also SBC's largest service city. State-of-the-art telecommunications equipment completes more than 70 million Houston telephone connections daily.
· The Texas Public Utility Commission has certified more than 400 additional Competitive Local Exchange Carriers to provide service state-wide or specifically within Houston. More than 1,600 Interexchange Carriers have registered with the PUC to provide long-distance service in Texas.
· Local service costs start from $2.95 a month and 4.9 cents a minute for long distance only, $29.99 and up for local service with long distance charged by the minute (can start as low as 3 cents a minute) and from $49.99 for local and unlimited long distance domestic calls.  Prices do not include taxes or regulatory fees.
· The Houston CMSA has more than a dozen cellular telephone service providers. Major cellular firms with a Houston presence include Aerial Communications, AT&T, Cingular, MCI WorldCom, Nextel, SBC Global Network, Sprint PCS, T-Mobile, Verizon and Voice-Stream.

Examples of calling plans include: $29.99 for 200 minutes or $39.99 for 600 minutes with some plans allowing up to three additional phones to share minutes on same plan for $9.99 each line.  Nights and weekends may be free.  Some companies also allow free minutes anytime between phones offered by the same service provider, offer the ability to email and browse the Internet on their network, download information wirelessly from your desktop computer, allow for the rollover of unused minutes or provide international calling options. 

· Many companies are continually improving Internet service availability and reliability.  Besides high-speed DSL and T1, T3 and OC3 connections, there are now many fixed wireless broadband links throughout Houston for residential and business customers.  This technology helps customers that may not have a high-speed Internet option in their area.  Now communities from Alvin to Katy, League City to Sugar Land and east to Baytown can get connected. 

· For T1 service, Houston is served by all the “Tier One” (largest) carriers, AT&T, ACC, MCI, Sprint, SBC, Bell South and Verizon.  Prices per month range from (managed line & router) $649 to $1159 with contracts ranging from one year to three years.   Houston also is served by “Tier Two” providers are very reliable and competitive in price.  Some of these include CBeyond, Covad, DSL.net, ICG Comm., Level 3 Comm., New Edge Networks, Qwest, Savvis Comm., Touch America, Expedius Comm., and XO Comm.  Prices range from $459 to $725 and contracts also range from one year to three years.

· Wide-area wireless broadband networking or WiFi (wireless fidelity) is now offered at many Houston hotels, cafés, bookstores and airports allowing for convenience of wireless laptop or other handheld applications. T-Mobile and Verizon are current providers of “hot spots”.  SBC, Sprint and AT&T will be following with this offer.
· Many companies in Houston are using voice-over Internet protocol (VOIP) which allow for phone calls to be made over packet-switched IP (Internet) data networks.  Building on top of this technology, there is now available Internet protocol telephony enabling reliable voice and data collaboration over an IP network.  With IP telephony, new types of communications applications are now possible such as accessing voice mail, email, faxes and contact databases from any device. 
· Houston is home to one of the world's most secure and state-of-the-art commercial communications network with a teleport and network operations center located at Ellington Field, a former U.S. Air Force Base that is currently home to multiple Texas National Guard units, as well as the U.S. Coast Guard's Air Station Houston.  Multiple antennas connect the space segment to existing terrestrial networks in North, Central and South America, Africa and Europe.
· Houston has smart buildings with built-in telecom systems.  Using state-of-the-art telecommunications with combined voice, data and video offerings provide economies of scale, one-stop convenience, and reliability.

Crime Statistics – Metro Areas

The city of Houston metro has a relatively low crime rate.

	2002 CRIME STATISTICS

(Rates per 100,000 residents)

	City
	Crime Index Total
	Violent Crime
	Property Crime1
	Murder
	Rape

	Houston
	7397.1
	1,223.1
	6.090.8
	12.5
	43.7

	City
	Robbery
	Assault
	Burglary
	Larceny
	Auto Theft

	Houston
	549.5
	617.4
	1318.5
	3599.2
	1173.1

	1 Excludes arson

Source:  FBI Uniform Crime Reports, 2002


Disaster Prevention Measures

The Houston region has a well-developed emergency management plan to minimize the probability of man-made disasters, to respond quickly to prevent loss of lives and property when natural or man-made disasters do occur, and that allow the community to return to normal as soon as possible.

· The U.S. Department of State’s Diplomatic Security Service (DSS) has the primary responsibility to ensure that protection is extended to all foreign officials and their missions across the United States.  DSS’s responsibilities with respect to the Secretariat’s headquarters and staff will depend on the status of the Secretariat as an international organization.

· Disaster prevention measures are the responsibility of the Harris County Office of Emergency Management (OEM). The OEM has a full-time staff to implement the plan.
· The emergency management plan addresses the following matters: advanced warnings, communications, shelter and mass care, radiological protection, biological protection, evacuation, fire suppression and rescue, law enforcement, health and medical needs, emergency and public information, damage assessment, financial support, engineering needs, utility contingencies, hazardous materials mitigation, transportation needs, and terrorist incident response. 

· Organizations participating in the region’s emergency management plan include local law enforcement agencies, local fire departments, the Harris County Hospital District, Texas Medical Center, the American Red Cross and various other municipal, state and federal agencies. Under the aegis of the OEM, these agencies have held numerous simulated disaster drills to develop coordinated responses to any emergency that may occur.
· The Houston region does not suffer earthquakes, tidal waves, mud slides, snow storms and similar destructive forces of nature. The most common weather-related incidents on the Texas Gulf Coast are tropical storms. In most instances, tropical storms are spotted in the Gulf of Mexico several days before they make landfall, and local residents have ample time to secure their property and evacuate low-lying areas.
· Tropical storms occasionally cause street flooding and some property damage. Waters usually recede within 24 hours and business returns to normal the following day. In the past 30 years, only one storm—Tropical Storm Allison—lead to loss of life and significant property damage. Since then, measures have been taken to reduce the likelihood of similar flooding.

Human Resources

The Houston area has an abundance of qualified interpreters and translators.

· The American Translators Association indicates over 140 certified individuals are registered and qualified in translating from and into English, French, Spanish and Portuguese in Texas.  The Houston Interpreters and Translator’s Association estimates for Houston include approximately 200 English-Spanish translators and interpreters; 40 English-French translators and interpreters and 20 English-Portuguese translators and interpreters.  
Living Cost Comparisons

Low housing costs are the key reason for Houston’s low living costs.

	COST OF LIVING COMPARISONS

THIRD QUARTER 2003

AVERAGE FOR 324 URBAN AREAS = 100

	Metro Area
	Com​posite
	Gro​ceries
	Housing
	Utilities
	Trans​porta​tion
	Health Care
	Misc.

Goods & Svcs.

	Houston
	90.9
	84.9
	78.6
	99.0
	103.7
	102.9
	96.5

	Atlanta
	96.9
	98.9
	92.3
	91.1
	107.1
	103.7
	99.7

	Colorado Springs
	99.9
	110.3
	97.6
	80.5
	100.5
	114.7
	98.8

	Miami
	116.2
	104.5
	131.4
	107.7
	109.9
	103.9
	113.9

	Chicago
	131.1
	118.2
	172.7
	113.6
	117.6
	138.5
	108.4

	Source:  ACCRA Cost of Living Index, Third Quarter 2003 (published November 2003)


· Bargain housing prices and a low tax burden keep living expenses in Houston below those in most major metropolitan areas.

· The ACCRA Cost of Living Index shows that Houston’s overall after-taxes living costs are 9 percent below the nationwide average, largely due to housing costs that are 21 percent below the average.

· In the context of the 30 metropolitan areas with more than 1.7 million population that participated in the Second Quarter 2003 ACCRA survey, Houston’s cost-of-living advantage is even more pronounced. Houston’s housing costs are 45 percent below the average for the large metro areas, and its overall costs are 23 percent below the average for this group.

· Houston has the lowest housing prices among the 30 large metros. Houston’s grocery prices, 22 percent below the major-metro average, are also the lowest within this group; its utility costs are 8 percent below the major-metro average; its transportation costs are 6 percent below the average; its health care costs are 15 percent below the average; and its costs for miscellaneous goods and services are 10 percent below the average and the lowest among the 30 areas.

Houston Health Care

Houston is home to the Texas Medical Center the largest medical center in the world. 

· Houston CMSA in 2002 had 9,476 physicians and 94 hospitals (88 general and special, six psychiatric) with 18, 641 beds.  Harris County, with 7,930 physicians, had 74 hospitals (69 general and special, five psychiatric) with 16, 803 beds- 5,987 in Texas Medical Center hospitals. 

· The 15-county Public Health Region 6 has 169 licensed ambulance services (Texas EMS providers) with 826 ambulances.

· Public Health Region 6 also has 1,599 certified emergency care attendants, 6,051 basic emergency medical technicians, 1,081 intermediate emergency technicians and 2,756 paramedics.

· Houston offers excellent emergency medical care with 90 Houston Fire Department ambulances and 57 licensed private and volunteer ambulance services. 

· The Harris County Hospital District provides access to quality health care for all residents of Harris County, regardless of their ability to pay. The district is made up of three hospitals; among these are Ben Taub General Hospital, Lyndon B. Johnson Hospital and Quentin Mease Community Hospital. 11 community health centers, a dental center, an AIDS clinic, a children’s center and five school-based clinics.  The district also operates two mobile clinics in the Houston region. 

· Texas Medical Center is housed on 675 acres, and is home to 42 nonprofit and government institutions, including 13 teaching hospitals, two medical schools, four colleges of nursing, a dental college, a college of pharmacy and a college of optometry. Altogether 4.8 million patients visit them each year.

· The TMC 2000 employment was 61,041, not including some 10,000 professionals and support personnel who work in adjacent professional buildings is considered the “largest concentration of medical facilities” in the world.  

· 16,547 students attended educational or professional courses at TMC.

· Houston has the world’s only academic research center for the study the relationship between nanotech and the environment, Rice’s Center for Biological and Environmental Nanotechnology. 

· For the past two years, annual job growth in the health sector averaged 2.4 percent. In 2002, the health care and social assistance industry assed 8,300 new jobs. Hospitals add an average of 250 jobs per month alone. The Texas Workforce Commission estimates that by 2008, another 169,160 jobs will be added in this industry.

· University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center has received three new Specialized Programs of Research Excellence (SPORE) grants totaling $34 million. This total includes $12.75 million for leukemia, $10.4 million for endometrial and $4.7 million for pancreatic cancer, and a $6.5 million in renewed funding for its lung cancer research.

· METRORail line connects the Texas Medical Center to downtown, Reliant Park and the Museum District.

· Houston’s Texas Medical Center attracts more than 15,000 foreign pa​tients each year. Many TMC doctors travel worldwide to treat patients, bringing advanced medical techniques to other countries. 

Banking and Financial Institutions

Houston is a major financial center.

· Houston has 24 state licensed branches and agencies of foreign banks

· The Houston CMSA in late 2003 had a total of:

· 812 commercial banking establishments,

· 194 savings and loan offices,

· 395 credit unions,

· 1,086 mortgage banking operations and

· 1,171 security brokers and dealers.

· Eleven of the nation’s 20 largest publicly traded banks, including the eight largest, operate full-service branches or commercial loan offices or offer some other financial services here.

· As of June 30, 2002, the Houston CMSA’s 129 FDIC-insured institutions had 1,017 local offices and local deposits of $71.896 billion. Commercial banks accounted for 114 institutions, 857 offices and $62.947 billion in deposits; savings institutions, 15 institutions, 160 offices and $8.949 billion in deposits. The Houston CMSA ranks 11th among U.S. CMSAs and MSAs in total deposits.

· According to County Business Patterns, Harris County in 2001 had 5,453 finance and insurance establishments with a total annual payroll of $4.926 billion and 78,819 employees.

Higher Education

Houston area universities and four-year colleges offer a quality education at a reasonable cost.

	SELECTED HOUSTON AREA UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

	University/College
	2002 Fall Enrollment
	Tuition, Fees, Books, Supplies, Room and Board1
	Degrees Awarded for 20012

	Baylor College of Medicine
	1,211
	$23,524
	245

	Houston Baptist University
	2,829
	$18,973
	594

	Prairie View A&M University
	6,747
	$10,979
	1,164

	Rice University
	4,367
	$25,700
	1,258

	Sam Houston State University
	12,996
	$10,100
	2,579

	Texas A&M University
	44,618
	$11,232
	9,965

	Texas A&M University at Galveston
	1,366
	$9,292
	153

	Texas Southern University
	8,119
	$9,719
	915

	University of Houston
	33,007
	$11,028
	5,761

	University of Houston – Clear Lake
	7,738
	$10,029
	1,948

	University of Houston – Downtown
	9,704
	$9,164
	1,276

	University of St. Thomas
	4,288
	$13,819
	584

	University of Texas Health Science Center3
	3,284
	NA
	738

	University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston
	1,927
	NA
	628

	Total
	142,201
	NA
	27,808

	1 Estimated for a full-time student taking 11-15 semester credit hours per semester for a nine-month term for the 2002-2003 academic year. Room, board and fees average $20,522 at independent institutions and $10,193 at public institutions.

2 Includes bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate and professional degrees.

3 There are six institutions within the Health Science Center - Dental Branch, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, Medical School, School of Allied Health Sciences, School of Nursing and School of Public Health.
Source:  College For Texans, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, March 2003; IPEDS College Opportunities On-Line, National Center for Education Statistics, March 2003


Public Schools

Houston’s public schools offer an excellent opportunity for children to study and learn.

	SELECTED SUBURBAN PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS

2002 – 2003 ACADEMIC YEAR

	
	Clear Creek
	Cy-Fair
	Fort Bend
	Humble
	Katy
	Spring

	Location
	S.E.
	N.W.
	S.W.
	N.E.
	W.
	N.

	Enrollment
	31,839
	70,985
	59,217
	25,936
	39,478
	25,406

	Expenditures per Pupil
	$6,747
	$6,952
	$6,796
	$6,551
	$7,666
	$7,344

	Average Class Size1
	21.1
	19.0
	20.5
	23.6
	20.3
	18.7

	Completion Rate2
	94.4%
	92.7%
	92.0%
	96.7%
	95.9%
	87.7%

	Eco. Disadvantage3
	13.9%
	24.3%
	23.7%
	18.9%
	15.0%
	43.9%

	Advanced Courses4
	28.3%
	37.0%
	25.8%
	28.3%
	22.5%
	14.0%

	Avg. Test Scores5
	SAT
	1,024
	1,024
	1,046
	1,056
	1,093
	1,008

	
	ACT
	21.1
	21.1
	20.4
	21.2
	23.0
	19.8

	Percentage Taking SAT/ACT5
	78.0%
	77.2%
	84.2%
	81.3%
	76.4%
	60.2%

	1Grades Kindergarten through 6th

2 Percent of students present in the 2002-2003 school year (i.e., 9th grade) that had graduated, passed the GED or that was finishing coursework in 2003.  
3 Percent of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch or other public assistance.

4 Percent of high school students taking advanced classes in the 2002-2003 academic year.

5 Class of 2003.
Source:  Texas Education Agency, December 2003


· Twenty-three public school districts lie entirely or partly within Harris County. The seven surrounding counties contain another 38 districts.

· The core curriculum taught in Texas public schools consists of classes in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science and social studies. Additional courses are taught in foreign languages, fine arts, health, physical education and technology applications. Career-oriented courses are also available in agricultural science, business, health sciences, home economics, industrial technology education and marketing.

Private Schools

Houston Private schools offer quality education to different segments of the community. 

	SELECTED HOUSTON AREA PRIVATE SCHOOLS

	Schools
	Grade Levels1
	Religious Affiliation
	Tuition2 

	St. Anne Catholic School
	PK-8
	Roman Catholic
	$4,300 - $4,450

	Beth Yeshurun Schools
	PK-5
	Jewish
	$3,125 - $6,925

	St. Johns School
	K-12
	Nonsectarian
	$8,150 - $10,150

	St. Stephen’s Episcopal School
	PK-10
	Episcopal
	$6,945 - $8,760

	The Shlenker School
	PK-5
	Jewish
	$7,290

	Houston Christian High School
	9-12
	Christian
	$5,150

	St. Mark Lutheran School
	PK-8
	Lutheran 
	$1,750 - $3,300

	The Awty International School
	PK-12
	Nonsectarian 
	$6,850 - $9,325

	Saint Agnes Academy
	9-12
	Catholic
	$6,000

	Rainard School for Gifted Children
	PK-8
	Nonsectarian 
	$6,600 - $6,850

	Presbyterian School
	PK-5
	Presbyterian
	$3,440 - $7,440

	Chapelwood School for Young Children
	PK-K
	Methodist
	$750 - $3,280

	Annunciation Orthodox School
	PK-8
	Greek Orthodox
	$5,000 - $7,000

	Second Baptist School
	PK-12
	Baptist 
	$4,312 - $6,523

	Al Hadi School
	K-12
	Muslim
	$3,290 - $3,990

	Northland Christian School
	PK-12
	Church of Christ
	$3,285 - $6,325

	The Kinkaid School
	PK-12
	Nonsectarian
	$7,090 - $9,670

	Grace School
	PK-8
	Presbyterian 
	$3,370 - $7,250

	1  PK = Pre-Kindergarten  K = Kindergarten

2  Tuition fees are bases on yearly enrollment. Fees depend on grade level. 

Source:  National Center for Education Statistics, February 2004; Houston Private Schools


· School enrollments range from as few as 30 students to 1,300 students, allowing for a concentrated and a diverse environment. 

· Nondenominational private schools specialize in teaching students with learning disabilities or behavioral problems, while others have curricula that focus on languages or international studies. 

Arts & Culture

More than 200 institutions are devoted to the arts, science and history in Houston

· Houston is one of five U.S. cities (New York City, Chicago, Seattle and San Francisco being the others) that offer world-class, year-round performing and visual arts—symphony (Houston Symphony Orchestra), opera (Houston Grand Opera), drama (The Alley Theatre), and ballet (Houston Ballet).

· The visual arts are served with distinction in Houston by the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, the Contemporary Arts Museum, the Menil Collection, several other museums, and a wide range of commercial galleries.

· Houston is also home to a leading musical theater company, Theater Under the Stars, and a thriving presenter of major national and international attractions in theater, music and dance, the Society for the Performing Arts. 

· The famed Alley Theatre—winner of the 1996 Special Tony Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre—was founded in 1947 and is the nation’s oldest continuously-operating resident theater company outside New York City. Its facility features an 824-seat thrust main theater and a 300-seat arena theater. It usually stages 11 major productions per season.

· Houston Ballet, founded in 1955 and established as a professional company in 1969, is the nation’s fifth-largest ballet company, with an annual budget over $11.5 million and 54 dancers, many of whom have won gold, silver and bronze medals at major international competitions. Houston Ballet has toured to critical praise in Europe, the United Kingdom, Canada, the Orient (including the People’s Republic of China) and cities throughout the United States. The company presents more than 80 performances eight months per year in Wortham Theater Center.

· Founded in 1955, Houston Grand Opera, with an annual budget exceeding $21 million, is the nation’s fifth largest opera company and is the only one to win a Tony, two Grammy awards, and two Emmy awards. HGO typically mounts seven to 10 productions per season.. Known worldwide for the balance between contemporary works and classics in its repertoire, HGO enjoys a reputation for commissioning and producing new works—28 world premieres and six U.S. premieres since 1974. 

· Founded in 1913, the Houston Symphony has an annual budget over $22 million and maintains an internationally acclaimed orchestra of 97 full-time musicians. An estimated 300,000 people attend its season of more than 160 classical, pops, and educational and family concerts. The Symphony’s free summer concerts at Miller Outdoor Theatre have been a tradition since 1945

· Houston is also home to a leading musical theater company, Theater Under the Stars, and a thriving presenter of major national and international attractions in theater, music and dance, the Society for the Performing Arts. 

Sports

Sports fans cheer for a variety of professional, semi-pro and collegiate sports teams.

· Professional football returned to Houston in 2002 when the Houston Texans, the National Football League’s 32nd and final franchise, took the field. The team’s home is the new 69,500-seat Reliant Stadium, the world's first retractable roof NFL stadium. Reliant Stadium will host Super Bowl XXXVIII on Feb. 1, 2004.

· Other professional teams in Houston include the Houston Astros of Major League Baseball’s National League. Home games are played in Minute Maid Field, which opened March 2000. The retractable-roof stadium seats 42,000.  Houston will host the Major League Baseball All-Star Game in July 2004.

· The two-time world champion Houston Rockets of the National Basketball Association bring basketball to Toyota Center, a $175-million basketball/hockey arena in downtown Houston. The Houston Rockets should began the 2003/2004 NBA season in that new facility.

· The four-time world champion Houston Comets of the Women’s National Basketball Association play in newly opened Compaq Center, as do the Houston Aeros, 1998-99 Turner Cup Champions of the International Hockey League.

· Houston is also host to Energy of the Women’s Professional Football League.

· Houston’s racing facilities include Sam Houston Race Park, a Class 1 thoroughbred/quarterhorse race track, which opened April 1994, and Gulf Greyhound Park, a dog race track, which opened November 1992.

· Houston's collegiate teams—Houston Baptist University, Rice University, Texas Southern University and University of Houston—round out the sports calendar, competing in most major sports.

Outdoor Recreation

Houston offers exciting outdoor recreational opportunities year-round.

· Outdoor activities abound in Houston as a result of the city’s favorable location and climate. Rainfall totals about 46 inches per year, ensuring lush lawns, large trees and a profusion of flowers. Weather seldom restricts outdoors activities: Houston averages less than one measurable snowfall every four years.

· More than a dozen state parks and recreation areas lie within a short drive of the Houston area, and more than 600 city and county parks and open spaces are located in the immediate area. Harris County and City of Houston parks alone total some 43,700 land acres and 12,200 water acres. The Houston area offers well over 150 public and private golf courses, plus nearly countless tennis courts, basketball courts, playing fields, and hike-and-bike trails. Just south of Houston is the Gulf of Mexico, and surrounding the city are numerous lakes, rivers, streams and bayous.

· Texas offers a wide variety of hunting and fishing and is a leading state in this form of recreation. The array of wildlife found in Texas allows hunters to take deer, turkey, javelina, antelope, aoudad sheep and all small game and migratory game birds. Duck, goose and dove hunting are extremely popular. Other small game includes quail, squirrel, pheasant and waterfowl.

· An estimated 3 million Texas fishermen spend more than 9 million days fishing each year on the 1.5 million acres of lakes and 80,000 miles of rivers, streams and bayous of Texas. They fish for sport and for food, avidly seeking such long-time favorites as large-mouth bass, crappie, sunfish, white bass and various species of catfish. The Texas Department of Parks and Wildlife has successfully introduced walleye, striped bass, small-mouth bass and hybrid stripers into some larger man-made lakes.

· Sport fishing offshore in the Gulf of Mexico and in the inshore waters of the Texas coast has long been a favorite recreational pursuit of both Texans and visitors. Catches include tarpon, kingfish, red snapper, wahoo, ling, bonito and yellow-finned tuna.  Eighty miles offshore from Galveston is some of the country’s best bill fishing, with catches of blue and white marlin and sailfish.

· The Clear Lake area is considered to be the nation’s third coast for boating, with one of the greatest concentrations of sailboats, yachts and pleasure craft in the United States.

Tourist Attractions

Houston has more than 100 museums, recreational parks and tourist attractions.
	Selected Houston-Area Tourist Attractions

	1894 Grand Opera House
	Holocaust Museum Houston
	National Museum of Funeral History

	Alley Theatre
	Houston Arboretum & Nature Center
	Orange Show

	Armand Bayou Nature Center
	Houston Center for Contemporary Craft
	Railroad Museum

	Art Car Museum
	Houston Center for Photography
	Reliant Center

	Ashton Villa
	Houston Fire Museum
	Rice University Art Gallery

	Battleship TEXAS State Historic Site
	Houston Maritime Museum
	Rothko Chapel

	Bayou Bend Collection
	Houston Museum of Natural Science
	Sam Houston Park

	Bayou Place
	Houston Police Museum
	Sam Houston Race Park

	Bishop's Palace
	Houston Raceway Park
	San Jacinto Battleground State Historical Site

	Brazos Bend State Park
	Houston Zoo
	San Jacinto Museum of History

	Byzantine Fresco Chapel Museum
	Jones Hall for the Performing Arts
	Sarah Campbell Blaffer Gallery

	Children's Museum of Houston
	McGovern Museum of Health Science
	Sea Center Texas

	Contemporary Arts Museum
	Kemah Boardwalk
	Sewall Art Gallery

	Downtown Aquarium
	Lake Houston State Park
	Sheldon Lake State Park 

	Elissa
	Lone Star Flight Museum
	Six Flags Astroworld

	Farish Gallery
	Menil Collection
	Six Flags Waterworld

	Forbidden Gardens
	Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Gardens
	Space Center Houston

	Galleria
	Miller Outdoor Theatre
	Splashtown Waterpark

	Galveston County Historical Museum
	Minute Maid Park
	Sri Meenakshi Temple

	Galveston Island State Park
	Moody Gardens
	Strand

	George Ranch Historical Park
	Moody Mansion and Museum
	Texas Guandi Temple

	Gulf Coast Railroad Museum
	Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
	Texas Seaport Museum

	Gulf Greyhound Park
	Museum of Printing History
	Toyota Center

	Hermann Park
	Museum of Southern History
	Water Wall

	Hobby Center for the Performing Arts
	National Buffalo Soldiers Museum
	Wortham Theater Center

	Source:  Greater Houston Partnership mapping database


Houston Religion

Houston’s diversity of religion reflects a multiplicity of ethnic groups and denominational sect. 

· Episcopalians established the first congregation in Houston in 1839, followed by Presbyterians, also in 1839, Methodists, Roman Catholics and Baptists in 1841, and Lutherans in 1851.  

· Jews received a state charter to form a congregation in 1859; the first synagogue was built in 1870.

· Today, virtually every denomination is active in Houston. The Houston Nov. 2003 Yellow Pages has 21 pages of listings for churches and other places of worship, classified under 127 denominational or quasi-denominational headings and houses of worship.

· Glenmary Research Center, in a study restricted to Judeo-Christian and Muslim denominations, reports the following denominational share of Harris County population in 2000 (other covered denominations are below 1.0%):

· Roman Catholic 


18.2%

· Southern Baptist Convention 
14.3%

· United Methodist


5.0%

· Independent charismatic

1.3%

· Muslim



1.3%

· Episcopalian


1.2%

· Jewish



1.1%

· Presbyterian Church (USA)
1.1%

· Churches of Christ

1.0%

· Lutheran-Missouri Synod

1.0%

Americas Consular Offices in Houston

Twenty-three foreign governments from the FTAA region have representation in Houston through consular offices.  Houston has a total of 80 career and honorary consulates in Houston.
	Consulate General of the Argentine Republic

	Consulate of Barbados

	Consulate General of Belize

	Consulate General of the Republic of Bolivia

	Consulate General of the Federative Republic of Brazil

	Consulate of Canada

	Consulate General of the Republic of Chile

	Consulate General of the Republic of Colombia

	Consulate General of the Republic of Costa Rica

	Consulate of the Dominican Republic

	Consulate General of the Republic of Ecuador

	Consulate General of the Republic of El Salvador

	Consulate General of the Republic of Guatemala

	Consulate of the Co-Operative Republic of Guyana

	Consulate of the Republic of Haiti

	Consulate General of the Republic of Honduras

	Consulate of Jamaica

	Consulate General of the United Mexican States

	Consulate General of the Republic of Nicaragua

	Consulate General of the Republic of Panama

	Consulate General of the Republic of Peru

	Consulate of Trinidad and Tobago

	Consulate General of the Republic of Venezuela

	Sources:  International Houston: 2003/2004 International Business Directory, Greater Houston Partnership 2003

and Houston International Protocol Alliance


· In 2003, Houston obtained an Office of Foreign Missions (OFM) of the U.S. State Department.  The Houston office will focus on providing service to the consular community in matters relating to motor vehicles, tax, customs, property, and travel. Having an office in Houston both acknowledges Houston's importance as an international center in the U.S. and will be of great benefit to the Consular Corps in this region.
Migration Issues

Entry and exit formalities, visas and departure taxes for the United States have undergone changes in the last several years; however these new implications are to ensure the safety and protection of all citizens and visitors alike.
· The U.S. does not charge an entry or exit fee.

· If the FTAA Parties were to decide to designate FTAA Secretariat as an International Organization, it would be designated by U.S. Government Executive Order as an International Organization, and delegates and staff from member governments would be entitled to G-1 visa classification and employees of the Secretariat to G-4 visa classification, regardless of the type of passport they hold.   No fees for visa issuance or processing would apply.

· If the FTAA Parties were to decide not to designate the FTAA Secretariat as an International Organization, delegates and employees should nonetheless qualify for another nonimmigrant visa classification, depending on the nature of their work, source of salary, and length of stay in the United States.  Presently, a processing fee in the amount of $100 and an issuance fee based on reciprocity are collected from non-diplomatic applicants. 

· Travelers who are traveling to the United States for the purpose of official business for a foreign government or international organization are not subject to be fingerprinted at the time of application for a visa and admission at the port of entry.  Applicants for diplomatic visas are not fingerprinted when they apply for a visa, nor when they arrive or depart the United States.  However, they may be photographed at application and/or the point of entry.  All visa applicants are subject to possible delays for security purposes, but few applicants from FTAA countries are likely to experience significant delay.

Financial and Other Resources

In response to Section II. Local Environment, Item H Financial and Other Resources and Section III, Additional Commitments, the parties supporting the bid of Houston’s candidacy to host the FTAA Permanent Secretariat can not at this time offer supportive measures until further information is provided on the requirements for the FTAA Permanent Secretariat facilities including but not limited to

· Space requirements (square footage) and meeting room specifications
· Hardware/Software and internet service requirements

· Operating costs and/or general financial needs
Additional Commitments
Privileges and immunities in the United States for international organizations operating in the United States are most commonly accorded under the International Organizations Immunities Act (IOIA), 22 U.S.C. 288, et seq.   The U.S. Secretary of State receives applications, determines the organization’s eligibility under the statute, and recommends to the President organizations for designation under the IOIA.   For an organization to qualify for such designation, it generally must satisfy the following requirements:

· The organization must do sufficient business within the United States to warrant granting it privileges and immunities under the Act, and its activities must reasonably require such privileges and immunities (generally understood to entail the organization having an office and staff located in the United States);

· The Government of the United States must be a participating member in the organization;

· U.S. Government participation in the organization must be pursuant to a treaty or otherwise authorized by Congress;

· The organization must be composed principally of governments; and

· The organization must not be scheduled for liquidation in the near future.

Bulletin of the U.S. Department of State, Vol. XIV, at 348-49 (March 3, 1946).
Organizations may also be accorded privileges and immunities in the United States if the United States were to sign, and the Senate to accord advice and consent to ratification of, a treaty (or Headquarters Agreement) that specifically provides for privileges and immunities.
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