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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR OF THE FTAA TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE

AMBASSADOR ROBERTO BETANCOURT RUALES VICE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ECUADOR

SECOND SESSION OF THE TENTH MEETING OF THE TNC

PANAMA, 12 AND 13 MAY, 2002

Honorable Vice Ministers, distinguished delegates:

It is my pleasure to welcome all the Vice Ministers and distinguished delegates to the second session of the Tenth Meeting of the TNC, being held here in Panama City, the temporary headquarters of the FTAA Administrative Secretariat.

I would like to express my appreciation, on behalf of all the Delegations, to the Honorable Minister of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of Panama, Mr. Joaquín Jácome, for all the usual courtesies and privileges, which the Government of Panama has never been remiss to extend us.

As I indicated at the outset of this TNC, on the Island of Margarita in Venezuela, the definition of the methods and modalities for negotiation calls for a positive and flexible approach by all delegations, if we are to discharge the mandates issued at the Buenos Aires Ministerial Meeting and thus be able to initiate substantive negotiations for the creation of the FTAA.

Although the deliberations at the TNC meeting on the Island of Margarita enabled us to identify approximations on the methods and modalities that should govern the negotiations, this Session is where these same guidelines must be defined and concluded in a comprehensive manner. The importance of the issues at hand and their decisive impact on the prospects for the process, behoove us to make every effort to reach consensus.

Our hope on this occasion is that, as the Isthmus unites the Americas, we will finally arrive at a meeting of the minds that will allow us to establish the free trade area of the hemisphere, which has been one of the objectives of the Americas for the twenty-first century.

I thank you.
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