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Executive Summary

The UAW represents 1.3 million active and retired workers in the automobile, aerospace,
agricultural implement and various other industries in the United States. Our headquarters is

In our March 1999 submission, we questioned the effectiveness of this Committee as a vehicle
to incorporate the views of civil society into the FTAA negotiating groups and into any final
agreement. The experience of the past 18 months has only reinforced our earlier concerns.
The issues we raised in our submission were not injected into the relevant negotiating groups,
they did not shape the development of text in those groups, and the critical subject of worker
rights and standards remains outside the structure and objectives on any negotiating group.

We commented extensively in our earlier submission on the relationship between achieving the
goals of the San Jose Declaration and incorporating worker rights and standards into the

of corporations, especially multinational corporations, as the basis for their model of ecqnomic
integration.  This reality would lead to serious economic problems for workgrs in _the
Hemisphere and to weakening democratic debates on important social and economic policies.
The San Jose Declaration’s goals are undermined by this approach.

The FTAA negotiating process has failed to provide an acceptable level of transpa.ren‘cy__ The
information made available to concerned citizens by governments and the Secretariat is simply
inadequate to develop an informed assessment of the impapt_of government proposals on
workers in the region. With the text of many of the negotiating groups advancing tc_)ward
completion, it is imperative that this information be available _to_ those whqhaver_a s:(ake_- in the
implementation of those texts and are concerned about thEiF.ImpaCt on the regloq s lCltlzer;]Sr.
Opening up the FTAA negotiating process to effectiye scrutiny by civil society requires the
release of much more information than is currently available.



The_wnegotiators’ failure to address worker rights issues is matched by their failure to incorporate
envnrqnmentgl staﬁdards.. The living standards and conditions of the citizens of the region are
at stake and inaction constitutes a lack of compliance with the San Jose Declaration.

Las.t year, we proposed that the Investment negotiating group recognize the importance of
ach|evm.g an appropriate balance between the rights of governments to regulate their
€conomies and rights for corporations. It appears that only the concerns of Corpor‘ationsiare
bemg taken into consideration in this group. Civil society, through the democratic process 6f

popular opposition to that agenda. If the absence of transparency in the process and the
absence of fundamental change in the negotiating agenda continue, the objectives of the San
Jose Declaration, to raise living standards and promote prosperity, will not be achieved
Instead, the UAW and the millions of others who put the interests of working people, their
families and communities above the interests of financial speculators and profit-maximizing
corporations and their executives will search for an alternative mechanism to achieve these
goals through democratically-adopted trade and investment policies.

SB:vem
opciu494



