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EL SALVADOR

PROJECT PROFILE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION PROGRAM

Introduction

The General Department of Plant and Animal Health, through the Plant and Animal Quarantine Division, is responsible for preventing the entry into the country of exotic and quarantinable pests and diseases and the propagation and establishment thereof.

This responsibility is part of the larger responsibility of applying sanitary and phytosanitary measures to trade in agricultural products that pass through ports, airports, and borders.

Project title

Strengthening and modernization of operations involved in delivering plant and animal quarantine services at headquarters, ports, airports, and borders

Background

Trade in agricultural products requires us to engage in a regional integration process and an increasingly globalized environment, which heightens the risk of introduction of exotic and quarantinable pests and diseases that affect plants and animals, respectively.

As a result, the technical skills of inspection personnel must be strengthened and enhanced by providing personnel with the know-how and tools to better perform their technical duties. 

Rationale
The support that we receive from the Hemispheric Cooperation Program is geared towards training, and providing the technical tools needed for training, agricultural quarantine inspectors stationed at headquarters, ports, airports, and borders so that technical and scientific support is available for the application of quarantine procedures, such as basic lab equipment and supplementary materials, including magnifying glasses, tweezers, sieves, masks for quarantine treatment, etc.

In addition to phytosanitary and zoosanitary training, as well as training in modern techniques for conducting efficient quarantine treatments, risk analysis of pests and diseases affecting plants and animals, and other phytozoosanitary topics. 

In addition to the guidelines issued by international organizations, such as the Secretariat to the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), the Codex Alimentarius Commission, and the World Health Organization-Pan-American Health Organization (WHO-PAHO), etc.

The results achieved will be of great national and regional importance because a technical operational problem will have been resolved, which will facilitate and ensure the phytozoosanitary health of the region, increasing response capacities and the capacity to apply quarantine inspection, control, and approval procedures through swift, effective risk analyses.

Objectives

To improve and strengthen the capacity of plant and animal quarantine inspectors to apply phytosanitary and zoosanitary measures, undertake pest and disease risk analyses, and utilize other technical tools related to plant and animal health

To ensure that plant and animal quarantine inspectors are able to consult and apply quarantine procedures in a timely manner on the basis of technical and scientific information

Inputs

Training, equipment, reference material, software, databases

USD 57,143.00

At present, El Salvador has two seaports, two airports, seven border posts, and two internal customs offices, as well as 38 experts, including inspectors, employed at headquarters and in the field.      
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