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1. The Third Meeting of the FTAA Joint Government-Private Sector Committee of Experts on Electronic Commerce was held in Miami, U.S.A. from 5-7 April, 1999.  The Meeting was conducted by the Chair, Senator Dale Marshall, from Barbados.  A total of  19 countries were present  with 39 government delegates and 19 private sector representatives in attendance.  The OAS and ECLAC provided support from the Tripartite Committee.

2. List of countries present at the meeting :  Argentina(*), Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil(*), Canada(*), Chile(*), Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico(*), Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay(*), USA(*), and Venezuela.

(*) Countries with private sector present. 

3. Welcome remarks were made by the Chair.  Mr. Michael Eastman, Executive Director of the Administrative Secretariat reported to the Committee on the new location and facilities of the FTAA Secretariat.

4. The Committee proceeded to examine issues under Category II Legal and Commercial Framework for Electronic Commerce of the Work Plan (FTAA.ecom/w/02/rev.4). In keeping with the mandate given by the TNC to keep abreast of the work carried out in other international bodies in the area of electronic commerce, experts from the WTO and WIPO made presentations on the work in progress  in their organizations in the area of electronic commerce.  

5. Ms. Lee Tuthill of the Trade in Services Division at the WTO discussed the progress made to date on the WTO Work Programme on Electronic Commerce, and reported on the interim review presented at the end of March, 1999, with respect to the treatment of goods and services in electronic commerce under the existing legal framework.

6. Mr. Christopher Gibson of the Electronic Commerce Section of WIPO made a comprehensive presentation on work undertaken at WIPO on intellectual property protection, the administration of domain names and trademarks, and the settlement of disputes arising from the infringement of intellectual property rights in electronic commerce.  

7. All items on the Draft Agenda were covered during the meeting.  Each presentation was followed by discussion. Presentations on other issues under Category II were made by delegates as indicated below.

a. Customs duties and classification 

Presentation by Mr. Jeffrey Jenkins, Canadian private sector

b. The WTO and Electronic Commerce in APEC: Some Implications for the Americas

Presentation by Mr. Daniel Friesen, Canadian private sector


c. Domestic taxation and aspects of tax collection

Presentation by Ms. Carol Felepchuk, Canadian private sector

d.    Electronic Payment Systems

Presentation by Mr. Hugo Gallegos, Peruvian private sector

e. Electronic Post Office - Moving the Mail into the Future

Presentation by Ms. Lina Cantin, Canada Post

f. Legal Aspects of Electronic Commerce - Intellectual Property Protection

Presentation by Mr. Tod Cohen, US private sector

g. The administration of Domain Names 

Presentation by Mr. Hugo Gallegos, Peruvian private sector

h. Electronic Commerce: Is special regulation necessary?

Presentation by Mr. Jorge Miguel Otero, Chilean private sector

i. Free Competition

Presentation by Mr. Jorge Miguel Otero, Chilean private sector

j. Competition in telecommunications

Presentation by Mr. William Burrington, United States private sector

k. Criminal and civil responsibility

Presentation by Mr. Elliot Maxwell, United States government

8. The Committee was informed of a seminar on electronic commerce that will be held in Toronto from November 1-2, 1999 in conjunction with the Business Forum of the Americas.  An invitation was extended to private sector representatives from the region to attend the seminar titled “The Electronic E-Conomy: New Connections and New Business Opportunities in the Americas.”

9. Delegations commented on the documents relating to the Questionnaire and the Indicators relevant to the determination of Internet readiness (FTAA.ecom/w/03 and FTAA.ecom/inf/05/rev.1).  In light of the discussion, it was agreed that the Tripartite Committee would revise the Questionnaire and the list of indicators and circulate them to the delegations within three weeks for final comment. It was agreed that to the extent possible, the participating countries would submit the responses to the revised Questionnaire and the Indicators list by mid-May in order to have sufficient information available for discussion at the next meeting (14-16 June 1999).

10.  The Chair announced that before the next meeting he would circulate a template for the structure of the final report of the Committee to the TNC.  Delegations would have an opportunity to comment on the template.  In response to an intervention by a delegation, the Chair indicated that the TNC at its meeting 27-28 April 1999 would provide guidance as to whether the discussion of the report should take place in a government-only or in a plenary meeting of the Committee.

