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ARGENTINA

THE ARGENTINE FUND FOR HORIZONTAL CO-OPERATION

FO-AR

The Argentine Fund for Horizontal Co-operation has proven in its nine years of life a consolidated history of a major breakthrough, results and acknowledgements, even though these years invite to an assessment and demand new strategies for a further benefit of those countries receiving our co-operation.

No doubt the Argentine experience during this inevitable process of changing from being a clear receiver of co-operation to become an active donor forced to design a new mechanism able to generate an uninterrupted and reliable co-operation offer based on the excellency of our technicians and professionals. It was under these mainstays and with the idea of casting the best of our civil society on the foreign policy that the Argentine Fund for Horizontal Co-operation was born in 1992 at the very heart of the Chancellery.

From that year on Argentina was able to increasingly start materializing a transfer of national knowledge and experiences towards different developing countries.

FO-AR statistics indicate both an increasing demand  by  those countries concerned and a permanent appreciation and acknowledgement by those receiving institutions and countries. More than 1500 missions fulfilled and 3000 experts sent to different spots in the world in such varied sectors as Agricultural Technology, Health, Education, Energy, New public Institutionality, are FO-AR’s clear and efficient sample when operating as a co-operative instrument.

As the decade went by, the globalization arrival  also entailed a significant increase in the number of issues requiring a world-wide and regional politics co-ordination as well as an additional effort by the countries to develop the targets in the international agenda.

In this respect, technical co-operation becomes a powerful instrument able to solve specific development troubles, to improve the standards of living and to strengthen national institutions aimed at secure the peoples’ sustainable growth.

Therefore today, after nine years of FO-AR’s life we do know the Argentine Republic is able to highly contribute for an efficient and excellent development of other countries within an equal, respectful and cordial framework, convinced that the more the understanding and exchange of experiences the less the inequality between our peoles.

We are sure this is an achievable goal since the Argentine Fund of Horizontal Co-operation was born and raised within the beneficial assembly between the public and private sector possibilities which joined forces in order to convey our best qualities to friendly countries.

ARGENTINE FUND FOR HORIZONTAL COOPERATION (FO-AR)


Established in 1992, the Argentine Fund for Horizontal Cooperation (FO-AR), has become the instrument which made Argentina achieve further objectives to transfer national skills, knowledges and experiences towards different developing countries.

Outlined as a simple and executive mechanism, its efficiency has been shown by the increasing number of applications submitted by many countries throughout the nine years that went by since its creation.

FO-AR funds are entirely provided by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship’s budget. 

International organizations such as UNDP, OIM and OAS which participate in the system operating aspects, take part in its implementation

Cooperation is carried out through the following modalities:

· by sending experts

· by hosting foreign professionals (complementing the sending of experts)

· by organizing seminars

FO-AR’s activities are carried out with the direct cooperation of various Argentine supplying institutions which provide the experts, or otherwise, host the foreign professionals. Those national and provincial, public or privates institutions, as well as Ministries, State Secretariats, universities, foundations and academies that generously participate in this initiative made up the “Register of Argentine Cooperation Supplying Institutions.”

FO-AR includes the most varied range of fields. Firstly, and bearing in mind its natural conditions, Argentina offers cooperation in different sectors referred to agricultural production: animal and vegetable species improvement, milk production, plagues and diseases eradication, irrigation, assistance to small and medium producers, soil improvement, among others.

Likewise, other working areas are: public health, hospital management, pharmacology, children assistance, literacy projects, environment, water resources management, tourism, hydrocarbon exploitation, statistics, and most recently institutional reform, State reform and privatizations have been added.

Thanks to its remarkable performance,  today we welcome the fact that countries which traditionally have not been the target of the FO-AR cooperation, are increasingly requesting Argentine assistance in the awareness that those high levels achieved as regards abilities, knowledge and experience enable us to efficiently contribute  to their processes for developing.

FO-AR AND THE ARGENTINE SUPPLYING INSTITUTIONS
FO-AR and the Argentine institutions joint work makes possible to share the “know-how” and experience of many professionals in our country who actively participate in  Argentine Fund projects.

After FO-AR’s nine years of life, the result has been that more than 250 different institutions are already connected to the system which allows the supply of cooperation in a wide range of aspects, disciplines and areas.

The endeavour, the solidarity and the work of all these institutions, even those which have participated in only one project, constitute an essential link in this sequence of FO-AR’s cooperation actions, which still tries to include new Argentine institutions and agencies as key elements in the International Technical Cooperation Supply improving FO-AR’s quality and quantity actions in this developing world.

In this FO-AR Magazine edition we are publishing an editorial by one of the Argentine institution cooperating with FO-AR since its beginnings.

INTA  (National Agricultural Technology Institute) and FO-AR

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROMOTERS

by Agr. Eng. Martín F. Naumann

International Relations Office

Institutional Relations Direction

National Agricultural Technology Institute - INTA

Day after day it becomes clearer and undeniable that agricultural science and technology are not limited by national restrictions or geographic frontiers. It is  internationally accepted as well that the more efficient the agriculture the better the effects on national and regional economies, due to: an increase in food availability at reasonable prices, an improvement in health population levels, a greater performance along with the resulting growth of incomes, a reduction in environmental pollution which will bring about positive effects on sustaining and preserving the natural resources.

We all  know the annual increase in world population and the consequent challenge of feeding good enough and equitably the growing population sectors, with a daily affected biodiversity, with a real deterioration of productive soils by the gradual effect of erosion on arable lands, with a severe restriction of water in many countries and with laws generally originated in great urban centers which do not suffer the agricultural sector real problems or otherwise negatively discriminate it as against other sectors of greater political or economic power.

In the world there are millions of rural families living below the poverty line mainly due, among other factors, to the quality of the lands they own, the lack of or inadequate  technology, or the badly organized producers (who care about inputs purchase, access to credits as well as the marketing of their products, etc.); all these factors mark the low 

productivity of their lands, making nearly impossible or seriously limiting any chance of a benefit to compensate for the efforts made and to guarantee a decent living for the producer and his family.

With these basic concepts and to make a substantial contribution to the agricultural development of those brotherly Latin American countries as well as the rest of the requesting countries, the INTA has offered the Argentine Chancellery to cooperate through the ARGENTINE FUND FOR HORIZONTAL COOPERATION -FO-AR- in the process of technological transference and in the economic development of those many countries that have requested technical assistance to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship.

The FO-AR as a cooperation and socio-economical development mechanism
In view of such a background and considering the transfer of knowledge and technology between countries as a means to boost development processes aimed at the scientific-technological integration between them, the INTA has definitely participated in the technical cooperation between developing countries as far as 1993, by sending their professionals as short-term advisors (on agricultural and livestock issues) or hosting trainees not only from Latin America and the Caribbean but also from other countries and regions.

In order to facilitate the analysis of the INTA participation in the FO-AR during 1993-2000, the main issues as well as the countries that have received technical assistance, whether through hosting Argentine advisors or sending foreign professionals to our country have been, insofar as possible, grouped together.

(In total, during the period 1993-2000, 123 advisories were carried out and 54 trainees were received.

Advisories were mainly distributed as follows:

1) Assessment and handling of animal production systems (milk production, meat production, etc.) for improving the quantity and quality of the product.

2) Non-traditional horticultural, fruit and flower crops and related forms for its production and export.

3) Activities related to the planning, improvement or assessment of entities or institutions connected with the technological production and/or transfer.

4) Natural resources assessment, monitoring and management, including in some cases the territorial organization through geographical information systems.

5) Small producers problems.

6) Plant Health.

More than the 90% of FO-AR / INTA advisories carried out were directed to Central American, South American and the Caribbean countries.

(Among those countries that have received more advisories are Peru, Honduras, Guatemala, Cuba, Nicaragua and Uruguay. Sierra Leone, Tunisia and Morocco have received technical assistance through advisories even though they did not belong to the American continent.

(The INTA hosted 54 trainees from 13 countries, among them, Algeria, Tunisia, Nigeria, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Senegal, whereas the rest was distributed in other countries.

It should be noted that every cooperation activity (advisory or traineeship) carried out is supported by a report timely sent to the Institution receiving the cooperation.

The INTA and the Argentine Fund for Cooperation are still working together for the peoples’ welfare of our friendly countries.

TRANSLATED FROM SPANISH. Buenos Aires, February 9, 2001.

